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Have you ever wondered how this place of worship came into existence? Or why it exists? We
have a few older members among our congregation who know the entire story, but many others do not.
For those interested in the origin of Garber United Methodist Church, this historical sketch was com-
piled from several sources, including a History of the Church by Mrs. Mary Baker, a historical docu-
ment prepared for Garber's 35'n Homecoming/Anniversary in 1994, and a historical document prepared
by Mrs. Frances Reeseman from recordings made of Charter Member's memories.

Garber Church began as a vision conceived in the minds of some of those in attendance at the
1957 Annual North Carolina Methodist Conference which was held in New Bern. According to the
written program, on June 27, 1957 at 3:00 p.m. there was a "Tour of the City for Women in Atten-
dance." At 4:00 p.m. there was a Tea at the New Bern Country Club for these women. Tradition holds
that Orina Kidd Garber, wife of the presiding bishop, Dr. Paul Neff Garber, noted the lovely surround-
ing countryside and observed that this was a very suitable location for a church. Since the area along
the Trent River was developing rapidly, this vision was shared by members of the North Carolina
Methodist Conference, and by the next Annual Conference, Dr. A. Jarvis Hobbs, New Bern District
Superintendent, reported, "In the New Bern Country Club area we have purchased very choice property
to be used as the site for a new church to be built at a future date." Dr. Hobbs also initiated naming the
church in honor of Bishop Garber.

At the 1959 annual meeting of the North Carolina Conference, the Reverend Lewis A. Dillman
was appointed to organize a church in the Trent Woods area. The Conference would provide funds for
salary and housing until the church could assume payments. In July 1959, a house was purchased at
401 Fairway Drive for $20,000. Lewis and Dorothy Dillman and their two young sons moved in with
only a refrigerator (provided by the District Superintendent through "advance specials"), a built-in
stove, and the Dillman's bedroom suite. The children were sent to their grandparents' home until beds
could be furnished. A gift of $100 from a close minister friend of the Dillmans supplied fabric from
which "Dot" sewed "lined drapes and curtains all over the house." She wrote: "We decided to use our
tithe as payments on a Danish modern living room set, four bar stools, and twin beds - our boys could
c o m e h o m e . . . "

Services were begun on the first Sunday in August 1959. Church School was held in the homes
of Dr. and Mrs. Charles Barker and Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boyd; worship services were held in the rec-
reation room of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Morris. Records show 40 in attendance. In September, services
were moved to Pollock Funeral Home on Neuse Boulevard. There, on November 8, 1959, Garber
Methodist Church was organized with 47 charter members. Dr. Hobbs, District Superintendent, pre-
sided and presented the following Declaration of Purpose:

Dearly beloved, we are met on this occasion to establish a new congregation of The Methodist
Church, which is a part of the body of Christ; and to that end we dedicate ourselves and this
hour. The Church is of God andwill be preserved to the end of time, for the promotion of His
worship and the due administration of His word and ordinances, the maintenance of Christian
fellowship and discipline, the edification of believers, and the conversion of the world. All, of
every age and station, stand in need of the means of grace which it alone supplies.


